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Sample Policy
Handoff Dataset for Pressure-Related Wound(s) or 
Deep Tissue Injuries

Purpose  
To have a standardized process among ___________________’s acute and long-term health care organizations for sharing information about pressure-related wounds or deep tissue injuries at the time of transfer using an agreed upon transfer form.  Acute and long-term health care organizations include [list].
Objectives
1. Improve information exchange 

2. Reduce the prevalence of pressure ulcers among patients/residents in the participating acute and long-term health care organizations.

3. Improve coordination of care for people in ___________________ who are at-risk for or have a pressure ulcer as they transition from one health care organization to another.

4. Create a community-wide data sharing agreement that includes transfer form compliance rates and review of the process regularly.
Policies:

5. The Handoff Dataset will be sent with all hospital patients, nursing home residents and assisted living residents at-risk for or with pressure ulcers when they transfer to and from each health care organization.
6. In the event of an emergency, the Handoff Dataset may be sent after the patient transfers.  In this situation it is the responsibility of the health care organization originating the transfer to locate the patient/resident and send the Handoff Dataset to the appropriate person/unit/organization.
7. Each health care organization will generate an internal policy and procedure around the Handoff Dataset.  The policy and procedure will include designating a person responsible for completing and receiving the Handoff Dataset.
8. Each health care organization will decide who ensures the Handoff Dataset is in the patient/resident medical record when a transfer is received.
9. The health care organizations will collect the following data using an audit tool and prevalence worksheet.
a. Completeness of the Handoff Dataset, as the form is sent and received
b. Community Prevalence, quarterly

10. The health care organizations will review the data quarterly.  The goals of this review will be to dialogue about how well the Handoff Dataset is working and to correlate its use to pressure ulcer prevalence.
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