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Measuring Prevalence—Overview
This section includes the following document: 

· Prevalence worksheet

After completing the case review, the community team may want to measure baseline prevalence of pressure ulcers in their community. Prevalence refers to the number of cases of a disease that are present in a particular population at a given time. Measuring prevalence at baseline is important to establish what needs to be improved. Prevalence measures are also called outcome measures. Outcome measures indicate whether changes in the care process are actually leading to improvement—that is, helping to achieve the overall aim of improving patient care. 
Pressure ulcer prevalence should be measured before, during, and after the pilot. It is recommended that community teams report weekly prevalence for one month before and after the pilot as well as during the pilot process.
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