Oregon Transitional Care & Pressure Ulcers Project
Convening an Advisory Panel

Convening an Advisory Panel—Introduction

Background 
The Advancing Excellence in Nursing Homes and the 5 Million Lives (hospital) national campaigns both have a goal to prevent pressure ulcers. Because people who already have or are at high risk for pressure ulcers frequently transition between care settings, the campaign committees agreed to work together. The Oregon Association for Home Care has also joined the effort. In June 2007, a Joint Committee, composed of representatives from the organizations leading the two campaigns, was charged with the following task:

Convene a cross-setting “expert panel” of Wound Care/Care Coordination practitioners to identify (1) areas of potential confusion or inconsistency in processes used to screen, prevent, or assess pressure ulcers; and (2) problem areas in communicating care plans to staff in another care setting.

Understanding the issues
As a first step, the Joint Committee completed structured interviews with 68 individuals during July and August 2007. Of the 68, 37% were wound care experts and 63% were transitional care experts. Thirteen hospitals, 22 nursing homes, and 7 home health agencies were represented. Respondents were asked to comment on a draft of Best Practices for screening, preventing, and assessing pressure ulcers and to describe any systems they might currently have in place to support those Best Practices. They were also asked to comment on a definition of transitional care and describe how gaps in current practices might contribute to adverse pressure ulcer outcomes. Finally, they were asked to comment on areas where pressure ulcer care in Oregon could be improved and who needs to be involved in the effort.

The attached documents include the questions that were distributed to the cross-setting Advisory Panel and findings based on the panel members’ responses.  
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