MCMC recognized with quality award

Mld Columbia Medical Cen-
ter's ongoing commitment to
meeting and exceeding the
highest standards in patient
care and safety has been recog-
nized with two awards from an
independent quality measure-
ment agency.

tra Health, a non-
proﬁt organization dedicated
to improving the quality and
effectiveness of healthcare, in
May presented MCMC with
two Achievement Awards
through its Patient Safety Al-
liance.

The Patient Safety Alliance
award program recognizes
hospitals for achieving high
standards of medical and sur-
gical patient care, demonsh‘at-

-ed by meeting measures
utnhlbhndbytheNaﬁon
uality Foundation and the

Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services.

These measures are based
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a patient safety award on

behalf of Mid-Columbia
Medical Center. Contributed photo

cal Care Excellence Award,
which was given only to hospi-
tals in which nearly all pa-
tients undergoing surgery re-
ceived attention that met three
care measures related to use of
antibiotics for prevention of
post-surgical infections.

“As Oregon's Quality Im-
provement Organization for
Medicare, Acumentra Health
applauds Mid-Columbia for
their commitment and their
hard work in following
through with real process
change,” said Ruth Medak,
M.D., associate medical direc-
tor for Acumentra Health.
“They and their peers have
generously shared their suc-
cesses and pitfalls with each
other, bringing opportunities
for all hospitals to implement
practices that lead to the best
results for the patient.”

MCMC's commitment to

meating thoes and athar ctan.

dards has helped create an en-
vironment that minimizes the
chances patents will experi-
ence an unwanted side effect
during their stay. For example,
as a result of the hospital's
strict adherence to the estab-
lished best practices in infec-
tion control, infection rates at
MCMC are at the lowest end of
the national average.

“We've always made a con-
certed effort to ensure our pa-
tients' safety and provide a
high standard of care,” said
MCMC vice president Dianne
Storby. “But taking part in
these programs gives us, and
our patients, the opportunity
to benefit from access to best
practices and measure our per-
formance compared with other
hospitals. No matter how well
we're doing to control infec-
tions and assure quality, we're
always looking for better ways

nf Aning thinaee "
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